OFFICIAL WELCOME

Dear Delegates,

Welcome to the Invitational Model United Nations (IMUN) conference and to the Security Council! My name is Jed Ober and it is an honor to serve as your Director for this committee. During the conference, you will represent your Member States in the most important international security organization in the world. While representing the interests of your nation, you will also have to balance those interests with the collective security obligation that comes from the United Nations Charter.
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Today, the United Nations stands at a critical crossroads in its history. While our Security Council still takes on the original form decided by the five victors of the Second World War, you should be cognizant that the balance of power in the world has shifted to actors outside the original permanent five members. Understanding the rise of certain Member States as powerful actors in international security will help make your work in the Council more successful.

This Research Guide has been provided as a resource for your preparation for IMUN ’09. In it you will find helpful links which will help you to prepare for the pressing dilemmas you will face as a delegate in the Security Council. You will also be expected to conduct a considerable amount of individual research on your country and of the current security issues facing the world community. Apart from that, you should also stay abreast with the current global events by reading periodicals from all over the world such as Time magazine, The Guardian (UK), Agence France-Presse, BBC, Reuters, The Economist, and others. While it is important that you stay within the spirit of your state's policy, the committee staff will also want to see creative, unique and realistic solutions emanating from the collective work of delegates.

HISTORY

Under the UN Charter, the Security Council has the responsibility of maintaining international peace and security, and, as such, is the most powerful body of the United Nations. The Council was founded by the five victors of the Second World War who enjoy permanent membership. Until 1965, apart from the five permanent members there were six rotating elected members. Thereafter, amendments to articles 23 and 27 of the UN Charter came into effect and the number of elected members increased from six to ten. Therefore, today the Security Council is made up of 15 Member States: five are permanent members and the remaining 10 seats rotate every two years among the Member States in the General Assembly. The five permanent members are the People’s Republic of China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United States. Each of these nations has a "veto power," which means that whenever any one of these countries votes "no" on a resolution, that resolution automatically fails. In order for a resolution to pass, no permanent member can cast a vote in opposition. 

TOPIC #1: The Situation in the Middle East, including the Palestinian Question

· What are the major obstacles to a lasting settlement between the Israelis and Palestinians? What practical steps can be taken to create a climate which is conducive to peace? What are the regional dynamics which contribute to the current security situation in the Middle East? 

Since Israel's January 2008 'Operation Cast Lead' in the Gaza Strip, the international community once again finds itself seized of a matter of which a solution has alluded diplomats for decades. The situation in the Levant is as politically volatile today as it has ever been over the past sixty years. Over the past year, the state of Israel has experienced a political transformation and the Palestinians have struggled to form a government which provides space for all political ideologies. While the humanitarian situation in Gaza has dramatically worsened over this time, some argue the security situation in the West Bank has improved as a result of American and Jordanian sponsored Palestinian security forces. While the new Israeli government has been reluctant to support a two-state solution, seen for so long as the consensus solution to the conflict, Palestinian factions have been equally unwilling to meet the demands of the international quartet. 
Rockets continue to fly from Gaza into Israel; munitions once again flow through underground crossings into the Gaza Strip; Palestinians still move at the whim of a system of Israeli checkpoints put in place after the Al-Aqsa Intifada; the West Bank is still segmented by a security fence, from the Israeli perspective, or an apartheid wall, from the Palestinian; and Israeli settlements are still constructed. These “on the ground realities” fuel many to declare the death of the two-state solution and the peace process as a whole, but as delegates in the Security Council it is your role to examine the conflict from the perspectives of your member states and to work together to craft solutions consistent with the charter's stated role for the Council as the primary advocate for international peace and security.  

TOPIC #2: Peace and Security in Africa

· What are the underlying causes of conflict on the African continent? What fuels conflicts in Somalia, Sudan, the DR Congo and Zimbabwe? What effects have peacekeeping missions had on maintaining security in Africa? How best can the Security Council address African peace and security in a comprehensive manner?

The continent of Africa is afflicted with a myriad of conflicts. The current surge in violence brings forth the age old debate of the effectiveness of the billions of dollars in aid which has been invested in African development. While many argue that aid has been ineffective in fostering growth throughout the continent, others protest this unfair characterization of aid by asserting that the security environment is not conducive to increased economic activity. As the international community reassesses its efforts on the continent, conflict still rages. 
One could argue that the previous focus was on macro solutions such as broad based development packages and support for general democratic reform. Today, African security may rest on the ability of states to understand the human aspects of both security and development and embrace micro level security and development programs. No expert has the solution to the African puzzle. As delegates in the Security Council you should aim to examine the international community's previous focus on African security in the broader context of African development. Primary to this understanding is of course the role of United Nations peacekeeping operations in the maintenance of African peace and security. 
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