OFFICIAL WELCOME

Dear Delegates,

On behalf of the Directors, Senior Staff and the Osgood Center for International Studies, I would like to take this time to officially welcome you to the 2009 Invitational Model United Nations (IMUN) conference. My name is Ambika Sharma and I am highly delighted to serve as your committee director to the General Assembly Plenary. Our staff has worked most diligently throughout the year to provide you with what we believe are outstanding preparation materials for your participation this coming August. It is our sincere hope that these materials serve you well in your preparation.
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This Research Guide has been provided as a resource for your preparation for IMUN ’09. In it you will find helpful links and questions which will help guide you during your delegate preparation. Our number one objective for this conference is to continue furthering the educational aspect of Model United Nations and to facilitate your learning experience in an engaging arena.  As your committee director, my main objective is to facilitate a committee session in which you will learn the intricacies of parliamentary procedure and in doing so hone your public speaking and debate skills.  I hope that as you learn the importance of tolerance and compromise throughout our committee sessions, that you can look back and appreciate the patience of resolving differences through dialogue and problem-solving in an outstanding educational experience.  As director, I am pleased to play a part in your educational experience and hope that I can act as a resource for you throughout this process and thereafter. 

HISTORY OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PLENARY
The General Assembly was established in 1945 by the United Nations Charter. It is the most inclusive, with all 192 Member States being represented and having one vote respectively, and, as a result, occupies a very central position in the realm of policymaking and multilateral deliberations in an attempt to achieve consensus. This organ occupies a key position for setting international standards and norms and encouraging the codification of international law. The General Assembly convenes annually from September until December, and whenever deemed necessary. 
The power of the General Assembly lies in its ability to discuss matters of international peace and security, save when the issue is already being addressed by the Security Council, and make relevant recommendation to the other of the United Nations. Furthermore, the General Assembly discusses issues ranging from economic, social matters to educational, health and cultural issues. Moreover, the General Assembly also has the function of approving the budget of the United Nations and establishing the financial contribution each Member State is obliged to make to the organization as such. In addition, the General Assembly is responsible for electing the non-permanent members of the United Nations Security Council as well appoint the Secretary-General upon the recommendation of the Security Council. 
TOPIC #1: Relationship between Global Health and Development 
· What can the United Nations do to improve the quality, availability, and use of essential health services? By confronting global health challenges, how can the UN create a brighter future for families in the developing world?
Health is not merely a fundamental right, but also a vital pretext for economic development. Disease can have a particularly devastating effect on low-income countries, such as the ones in sub-Saharan Africa, depriving them of vital resources for economic progress. The precarious health situation in developing countries can be summed to include extreme malnutrition and various other diseases such HIV/AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis etc. At this point in time there are almost 1.1 billion citizens living in abject poverty that are confronted with the aforementioned diseases, with children being most severely affected. Many of the diseases are easily preventable through vaccinations that are relatively cheap. Addressing the health problems faced by developing countries will necessitate applying better know-how, management strategies by reducing bureaucracy and enhanced educational methods.    

TOPIC #2: The Economics of Climate Change
· How can both developed and developing countries work together to fairly address ‘how much’ and ‘how fast’ achieving emission reductions are acceptable for each countries economies?
Climate change has become one of the greatest challenges of our time and urgent solutions are needed. It has the potential to cause damage beyond of the realm of the environment, creating a dangerous security situation as well as profound economic devastation. Moreover, many people are oblivious to the tenuous relationship between economic performance and climate change, particularly man-made and technological forces affecting climate change. The scope of the problem is much more profound than anticipated by experts, with even commendable solutions such as the Kyoto Protocol representing a mere drop in the ocean. Notwithstanding the emergence of various alternative sources of energy, the strong dependence on fuel sources with high level of carbon emission has done diminished greenhouse gas emission only in minor ways. Addressing the issue requires an integrated approach, involving scientific innovation, the political will and good economic resources. 
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World Bank. (2008). Climate Change & the World Bank Group. Retrieved May 29, 2009 from http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTOED/EXTCLICHA/0,,contentMDK:21652416~menuPK:4683414~pagePK:64829573~piPK:64829550~theSitePK:4683327,00.html 
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