OFFICIAL WELCOME
Dear General Assembly 3rd Delegates,

On behalf of everyone at the 2009 Invitational Model United Nations, it is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the General Assembly Third Committee. My name is Heidi Schneble and I look forward to working with each of you, and plan for this committee to be a great learning experience for all.

This research guide has been prepared to assist in your preparations for the Conference, but is by no means an exhaustive list of the questions and resources applicable to our committee’s topics.  One of the primary goals of Model United Nations is education, and this guide should help as you learn more in your preparations for the Conference.
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Cooperation and negotiation are critical to the operation of any Model United Nations committee.  It is my hope that you keep these themes in mind as you prepare to participate in the General Assembly Third Committee.  I look forward to working with you in making this an outstanding educational experience.

HISTORY OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 3RD: SOCIAL, HUMANITARIAN AND CULTURAL COMMITTEE (SOCHUM)
The Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee, also known as the General Assembly 3rd Committee, is one of the six major bodies of the General Assembly, the United Nations (UN) main deliberative organ.  All UN member states are entitled to representation and a vote in each of the GA’s committees.  Unfortunately, decisions of the SOCHUM have no legally-binding force and though they “carry the weight of world opinion” on major international issues, few nations take the decisions seriously.

According to the UN Charter, the functions the 3rd Committee (and other General Assembly bodies) include:

· Considering and making recommendations towards the maintenance of international peace and security

· Discussing any questions relations to international peace and security

· Initiate studies and commissions to promote international political cooperation, develop and codify international law, promote human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, and encourage international collaboration in economic, social, cultural, educational, and health fields.

Since the foundation of the United Nations in 1945, the 3rd Committee of the General Assembly has proven to be one of the most important bodies in the organization.  In the past, it has addressed a multitude of topics, as nearly every international conflict has a corresponding “social” component.  Past agenda items have included family relations, gender discrimination, child labor, child pornography, cultural imperialism, torture, infanticide, national self-discrimination, and rights of migrant workers.

TOPIC #1: Second United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (2008-2017)
· How can the Second United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (2008-2017) improve upon the uneven progress of poverty reduction especially among women and children?  

In the first Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (1997-2006), the progress made towards poverty reduction displayed many beneficial gains.  However, the progress had uneven results especially among women and children.  Thus, the Second United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (2008-2017) focuses on addressing this inequality by expanding the scope and ability of the UN to reduce poverty by reinforcing UN goals such as the Millennium Development Goals.  While, this new effort is focusing on greater coordination among the international systems, global events such as the current global financial crisis will place a great deal of stress and obstacles towards the achievement of these efforts.  As a delegate, it is your responsibility to discuss and examine how the international community can continue to contend with current established goals while dealing with new obstacles.  However, in order to eradicate the problem completely it is necessary to understand what causes the problem.  In order to further your research, it is recommended that delegates review what programmes and agreements have already been implemented and how have their coordination efforts progressed within the framework of the United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (2008-2017).

TOPIC #2: The Right of a Child
· Can the efforts at protecting and ensuring the rights of the child be viewed as equitable among boys and girls? How can the United Nations ensure that Member States act in the best interests of the child?
The United Nations defines a child as “a human under the age of eighteen unless there is a relevant national law”.  Following the end of World War II, the United Nations quickly focused on efforts to assist European children who had been affected by the War.  These efforts quickly expanded to help children living in poverty conditions in developing countries, known as the United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF).  While the care and protection of children have been a priority of the UN, it was the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), that shifted efforts towards a “rights-based approach” reinforcing many of the articles in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights such as right to education and security.   Yet children around the world continue to experience involvement in military conflicts, abuse and exploitation, and a lack of access to health services and education. As delegates, you will be asked to determine how the UN can ensure children from all corners of the world are given the basic human rights that they are entitled to: the right to survival, to develop to the fullest, to protection from harmful influences, and to participate fully in family, cultural and social life.    
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