OFFICIAL WELCOME

Dear Delegates,

On behalf of the Directors, Senior Staff and the Osgood Center for International Studies, I would like to take this time to officially welcome you to the 2009 Invitational Model United Nations (IMUN) conference. My name is Rahul Sharma and it is my distinct pleasure to serve as your committee director to the General Assembly 1st Committee. Our staff has worked most diligently throughout the year to provide you with what we believe are outstanding preparation materials for your participation coming August. It is our sincere hope that these materials serve you well in your preparation.
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This Research Guide has been provided as a resource for your preparation for IMUN ’09. In it you will find helpful links and questions which will help guide you during your delegate preparation. Our number one objective for this conference is to continue furthering the educational aspect of Model United Nations and to facilitate your learning experience in an engaging arena.  As your committee director, my main objective is to facilitate a committee session in which you will learn the intricacies of parliamentary procedure and in doing so hone your public speaking and debate skills.  I hope that as you learn the importance of tolerance and compromise throughout our committee sessions, that you can look back and appreciate the patience of resolving differences through dialogue and problem-solving in an outstanding educational experience.  As director, I am pleased to play a part in your educational experience and hope that I can act as a resource for you throughout this process and thereafter. 
HISTORY OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FIRST COMMITTEE
As the most inclusive of all U.N. bodies, the General Assembly 1st Committee is perhaps one of the most important.  The problems of the world are so manifold that within the General Assembly there is great level of specialization. Consequently, most questions of world peace are allocated to six Main Committees, the first of which handles all matters on Disarmament and International Security. Every Member State is represented in the General Assembly 1st making it the organ in which the most wide ranging and one where encompassing debate occurs.  Through the years the work of the General Assembly has served as a meter of global opinion.  The U.N. Charter explains the role of the General Assembly as the primary source of recommendation for the Security Council.  The body has the authority to discuss any question relating to international peace and security, except when the Security Council may be engaged with the topic.  
TOPIC #1: Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Asia
· How can the Central Asian Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (CANWFZ) and its recent entry into force help Pakistan and Iran?  Is the idea of establishing such a zone even feasible?  
On 21 March 2009, Central Asia joined the four other nuclear-weapon-free zones: Latin America and the Caribbean, the South Pacific, South-East Asia and Africa. The CANWFZ is the first of its kind compromising the States of the former Soviet Union and becoming the first such zone in the Northern Hemisphere. Yet the CANWFZ is the first Treaty to explicitly oblige Central Asian countries to accept enhanced IAEA safeguards regarding security of nuclear facilities. Whether Pakistan and Iran are considered Central Asian countries is disputable, but the fact remains that they are the center of attention in the region when it comes to the risk of nuclear terrorism. As a delegate, you will be faced with the responsibility of how the CANWFZ should or should not pursue action on Iran and Pakistan, as per your States policy.
TOPIC #2: Establishing common international standards for the import, export and transfer of conventional arms

· Should U.N. Member States be focusing more on curtailing the use and trade of small arms?  How have previous international agreements approached this issue and have they been successful?  

What fuels global conflict?  The absence of a common international standard for the import, export and transfer of conventional arms is one of the contributory factors to conflict, the displacement of people, crime and terrorism, thereby undermining peace and security. In an age of nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons it may be that the number one threat to international peace and security goes overlooked.  The illicit sale of small arms fuels conflict all over the world.  Small arms like Rocket Propelled Grenades are used everyday against international forces throughout the world.  The trade in small arms fuels civil wars, cross border conflicts, international terrorism, and is responsible for the majority of conflict deaths around the world.  As a delegate to the General Assembly 1st Committee, it will be your duty to explore and present new options for curtailing the trade of small arms.   
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This factsheet contains the most recent developments of the Central Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone (CANWFZ). With the original treaty text and a chronological timeline of events, this source will be useful for delegates to begin their research on what the CANWFZ can do to help their neighboring countries of Pakistan and Iran.
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Although the following report might be nine years old, the material contained within is useful for delegates to understand how the key players can alter the future of the Non-Proliferation Treaty and how nuclear tests by India and Pakistan, as well as Iran’s alleged pursuit of the weapon has challenged the international non-proliferation norm. The report has important sections for delegate’s research, such as nuclear disarmament and nuclear-weapon-free zones.
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United Nations. General Assembly. (2008). Report of the Secretary-General. Towards an arms trade treaty: establishing common international standards for the import, export and transfer of conventional arms, (A/63/334). Retrieved May 19, 2009 from http://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N08/491/10/pdf/N0849110.pdf?OpenElement 

Prepared by the Group of Governmental Experts, the Report of the Secretary-General examines the feasibility and scope for a comprehensive, legally binding instrument establishing common international standards for the import, export and transfer of conventional arms. This 16-page report is a great starting point for delegates to read about what Member States need to do and review the recommendations proposed by the Secretary-General for the creation of a comprehensive instrument to see this through.
United Nations. General Assembly. (2009). Towards an arms trade treaty: establishing common international standards for the import, export and transfer of conventional arms, (A/RES/63/240). Retrieved May 19, 2009 from http://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N08/485/19/pdf/N0848519.pdf?OpenElement 

This resolution adopted by the General Assembly in early 2009 seeks to establish an open-ended working group to facilitate the implementation of the recommendations made by the Secretary-General in his 2008 Secretary-General report. This source will be useful to delegates in understanding where the UN currently stands in addressing this topic.
Schroeder, Matt. (2008). The Illicit Arms Trade, Issue Brief #3. Federation of American Scientists Arms Sales Monitoring Project. Retrieved May 20, 2009 from http://www.fas.org/asmp/campaigns/smallarms/IssueBrief3ArmsTrafficking.html. 
This is a basic introduction to the issue of small arms/light weapons trafficking and national and international efforts to control it.  This source may seem a bit overwhelming at first, but if you show some patience you will find it will provide you with an excellent launching board for your research.
